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State 
Rank Place State July 1, 2002 

Population
July 1, 2001 
Population

July 1, 2000 
Population

April 1, 2000 
Population 

Estimates Base

Census 2000 
Population

1 Charlotte city North Carolina 580,597 571,288 561,081 558,549 540,828
2 Raleigh city North Carolina 306,944 296,538 284,724 281,915 276,093
3 Greensboro city North Carolina 228,217 226,550 224,553 224,035 223,891
4 Durham city North Carolina 195,914 192,036 188,339 187,364 187,035
5 Winston-Salem city North Carolina 188,934 187,586 186,053 185,779 185,776
6 Fayetteville city North Carolina 124,286 124,471 124,967 125,024 121,015
7 Cary town North Carolina 98,041 97,385 95,152 94,669 94,536
8 Wilmington city North Carolina 90,644 90,013 89,644 89,692 75,838
9 High Point city North Carolina 90,639 88,509 86,478 85,977 85,839

10 Asheville city North Carolina 69,193 69,512 69,570 69,473 68,889
11 Gastonia city North Carolina 67,821 67,441 67,533 67,541 66,277
12 Jacksonville city North Carolina 66,913 66,403 66,667 66,715 66,715
13 Greenville city North Carolina 65,497 63,593 62,118 61,692 60,476
14 Concord city North Carolina 58,490 57,597 56,562 56,241 55,977
15 Rocky Mount city North Carolina 56,015 55,827 55,925 55,901 55,893
16 Chapel Hill town North Carolina 51,636 51,340 50,636 50,478 48,715
17 Burlington city North Carolina 46,016 45,581 45,104 44,935 44,917
18 Wilson city North Carolina 45,562 44,909 44,636 44,518 44,405
19 Hickory city North Carolina 39,310 38,275 37,477 37,251 37,222
20 Goldsboro city North Carolina 38,478 38,654 39,012 39,063 39,043
21 Kannapolis city North Carolina 38,027 37,606 37,086 36,928 36,910
22 Huntersville town North Carolina 28,017 26,881 25,755 25,470 24,960
23 Monroe city North Carolina 27,532 27,231 26,473 26,225 26,228
24 Salisbury city North Carolina 26,444 26,423 26,455 26,463 26,462
25 Apex town North Carolina 24,682 22,738 20,862 20,406 20,212
26 Statesville city North Carolina 23,846 23,629 23,392 23,320 23,320
27 Matthews town North Carolina 23,606 23,031 22,392 22,230 22,127
28 Sanford city North Carolina 23,338 23,458 23,346 23,243 23,220
29 Kinston city North Carolina 23,238 23,439 23,662 23,720 23,688
30 New Bern city North Carolina 23,098 23,336 23,195 23,131 23,128
31 Havelock city North Carolina 22,973 22,794 22,454 22,442 22,442
32 Asheboro city North Carolina 22,607 22,451 21,865 21,673 21,672
33 Thomasville city North Carolina 21,569 21,188 20,643 20,516 19,788
34 Lumberton city North Carolina 21,042 20,943 21,071 21,088 20,795
35 Lexington city North Carolina 20,143 19,973 19,949 19,953 19,953
36 Garner town North Carolina 19,953 19,113 18,283 18,089 17,757
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37 Kernersville town North Carolina 19,659 19,078 18,676 18,588 17,126
38 Shelby city North Carolina 19,598 19,511 19,504 19,480 19,477
39 Mooresville town North Carolina 19,307 19,143 18,953 18,895 18,823
40 Lenoir city North Carolina 18,078 18,081 18,142 18,129 16,793
41 Morganton city North Carolina 17,311 17,340 17,365 17,361 17,310
42 Mint Hill town North Carolina 17,307 16,589 15,791 15,589 14,922
43 Elizabeth City city North Carolina 17,255 17,050 17,163 17,188 17,188
44 Carrboro town North Carolina 16,898 17,069 16,838 16,785 16,782
45 Roanoke Rapids city North Carolina 16,597 16,677 16,919 16,957 16,957
46 Henderson city North Carolina 16,295 16,202 16,131 16,095 16,095
47 Clemmons village North Carolina 16,192 16,033 15,878 15,852 13,827
48 Laurinburg city North Carolina 15,762 15,853 15,906 15,933 15,874
49 Eden city North Carolina 15,723 15,770 15,853 15,879 15,908
50 Albemarle city North Carolina 15,452 15,612 15,667 15,680 15,680
51 Reidsville city North Carolina 14,871 14,559 14,529 14,526 14,485
52 Wake Forest town North Carolina 14,634 13,744 13,051 12,814 12,588
53 Cornelius town North Carolina 14,084 13,786 13,519 13,452 11,969
54 Indian Trail town North Carolina 13,876 13,252 12,849 12,720 11,905
55 Graham city North Carolina 13,241 13,061 12,886 12,828 12,833
56 Boone town North Carolina 13,229 13,342 13,444 13,464 13,472
57 Newton city North Carolina 12,641 12,709 12,597 12,560 12,560
58 Smithfield town North Carolina 11,931 11,708 11,567 11,510 11,510
59 Holly Springs town North Carolina 11,820 10,985 9,919 9,659 9,192
60 Hope Mills town North Carolina 11,797 11,709 11,766 11,773 11,237
61 Southern Pines town North Carolina 11,419 11,233 11,039 10,981 10,918
62 Clayton town North Carolina 10,706 9,745 8,335 7,967 6,973
63 Hendersonville city North Carolina 10,685 10,623 10,592 10,572 10,420
64 Tarboro town North Carolina 10,633 10,783 11,062 11,158 11,138
65 Kings Mountain city North Carolina 10,526 10,399 10,305 10,271 9,693
66 Pinehurst village North Carolina 10,439 10,068 9,786 9,707 9,706

Source: Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau
Release Date:  July 10, 2003

Note: The April 1, 2000 Population Estimates Base reflects modifications to the Census 2000 population as documented in the Count Question Resolution program, updates from the 
Boundary and Annexation Survey, and geographic program revisions. An “(X)” in the Census 2000 field indicates a locality that was formed or incorporated after Census 2000 or was 
erroneously omitted from Census 2000.  Additional information on these localities can be found in the Geographic Change Notes (see “boundary changes” under the Geographic Topics 
section of the Estimates page).
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